Abstract
Introduction

Leptospirosis is a zoonotic disease with a highly variable clinical course caused by infection with pathogenic spirochetes of the genus Leptospira. Signs and symptoms of leptospirosis are generally mild, and only around 5% of cases develop
Weil's disease, the most severe form of leptospirosis (1) . Since (6, 7) . Infection in urban areas of Japan is considered extremely rare (1-2 cases/year) (7) . Leptospirosis in the present case was probably caused by exposure to rat urine; cleaning of the sewage system might have presented the opportunity for the infection. Since the presence of leptospires in the urine of rats trapped in urban areas has been reported (8) , the possibility of leptospirosis should not be overlooked when physicians see patients with jaundice and acute renal failure of unknown origin even without any history of traveling overseas (9, 10 
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Discussion
Leptospiral infection is associated with a broad spectrum of severity. This case was thought to be the most severe form of leptospirosis that is known as Weil's disease. Since the mortality of Weil's disease is high (>10%) even when optimal treatment is provided (3), early clinical suspicion and laboratory confirmation of leptospirosis is essential. The disease is maintained in nature by
